Pulmonic stenosis and right-to-left atrial shunt in three dogs.
Using cardiac catheterization, pulmonic stenosis and right-to-left atrial shunt were diagnosed in 3 young dogs that were evaluated because of weakness, cyanosis, and polycythemia. Injection of contrast material into the caudal vena cava or crossing the atrial septal defect with the catheter tip from the right atrium into the left atrium confirmed the diagnosis. Tetralogy of Fallot, with right-to-left shunt through a ventricular septal defect, is a more common congenital malformation associated with the aforementioned clinical signs. Differentiation between the 2 defects is important, because surgical decompression of the right ventricle will lead to reduction of right atrial pressure and diminishment of the shunt.